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Lost in Dark woods.
Challenges in this world are immeasurable but, what do you think is the most challenging thing that anyone can face in life? My take is finding yourself, finding your purpose. Not what people want you to be. In this story, I'll talk about finding myself in the dark woods.
 	 Monday 07:00
I started my morning as usual, taking a bath, eating my breakfast, going to work. While driving to work, I stopped at Starbucks, ordered my usual coffee, and I talked to myself, "You have no motive and no passion."  I got to work and met my boss who had an angry look as usual for being late. I sat at my office and start working.


Tuesday 07:00
Same as yesterday.
Saturday 19:00.
I sat in my apartment watching tv, ordering food.
Monday 07:00.
This Monday morning wasn't like other regular mornings. I felt different. I felt I didn't have any purpose in life. I felt like an empty shell. I went to work, late as usual. Saw my boss walking towards me and said "Pack your things. You are fired!" This happened without prior notice. I was beyond devastated. My life was over. It was the last thing I had. My life basically revolved around work and sleep. My 'no purpose in life' thoughts were kicking in hard. At that moment, I tried to remember my close family and friends that I'd lost contact with. I remembered that I had a friend whom I hadn't spoken to in a very long time. 
I called him.
"Hello?" He answered.
"Hello old friend, it's me, John," I said.
"Hey John. Where have you been all these years?"
"Nowhere, I've just been fired from my work," I said.
 "I'm sorry to hear that. What are you planning to do next?" He asked.
"I have no plans. I feel like I'm lost in dark woods and I'm trying to find the way out."
"Let's find the way out together, friend." 
I laughed. After I hang up, I decided to travel to his place. 

The next morning, I woke up excited since I had figured out a plan for the day. I packed up my bag and went on a road trip to my friend's house. While I'm on the road, I started thinking of all the years that had passed and I didn't have a plan for my future. I had lived in the moment for so long, never thinking about what I wanted to do in the future. I thought I'd stay in the same job until I retire but we never know what the future holds.  Now there I was jobless and, it felt like it's the end of the world. I didn't know what my passion was or how to continue living life. 
My friend was very welcoming and happy to see me.
"You have aged so bad." He said. To my surprise, he had not aged a bit.
We went inside his cozy house and I met his daughter and wife. They were all very welcoming. We sat at the dinner table and we started talking like old times. 
 "I miss those days. Even though I don't remember them clearly, I felt very comfortable."
 "Why did you say you feel like you are lost in dark woods?" he asked.
"Because I feel trapped inside myself. I don't know who I am or who I'm trying to be anymore." I answered. "Now that I've lost my job, I need to find a reason worth living for right now."
"I once felt how you are feeling right now. If you'll take my advice, you will find a way to get your life back on track." He said.
"Go on. I would appreciate your advice right now."
"You can create the kind of life you want when you live with intention. To discover what makes you happy and your passion in life, you have to discover what your purpose is.” He continued. “Your soul has a purpose that lights up whenever you follow your path. Now, you have to change your lifestyle, your daily activities, your thoughts. This means what you consume physically and spiritually. When you discover what your purpose is, you will create the kind of life you want.”
"Wow! Is this what turned your life around?" I asked.
"Yes. Always be grateful for every opportunity and challenge put your way because, they are meant to redirect your life according to your purpose."
I was mesmerized by this piece of advice. I thanked him and was ready to go back and create the life I wanted. I bid my friend and his family goodbye, got into my car, and onto the road. I put cheerful music on my playlist. My heart was full. As I was turning around a corner, a heavily loaded truck was speeding towards me, and "BANG!". Total darkness.
  
